ST. LUKE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

16-34 Clintonville Street | Whitestone, New York 11357
T: (718) 746-8102 F: (718) 746-3589
www.stlukewhitestone.org | stlukewhitestone@aol.com
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SUNDAY HOLY MASSES
Saturday Vigil 4:30pm | Sunday 8:30am (ltalian/English), 10:30am,12:30pm, 4:30pm

DAILY MASSES

Monday to Friday 12 Noon + Saturday 8:30am

THE PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor Very Rev. John J. Costello, V.E.
Parochial Vicar Fr. Chin Nguyen
Permanent Deacon Deacon John P. Kramer
In Residence Most Rev. Raymond F. Chappetto, DD,
Rev. William F. Krlis and Patrice Legoute, Seminarian
Director of Religious Education Sister Katherine Burke, C.S.J.
Pastoral Associate Sister Theresa Agliardi, R.S.M.
Principal Mrs. Jan Brunswick
Director of Music Jessica Tranzillo-Smith

The Rectory is the home of our Priests as well as the site of the
parish offices. Please call ahead before coming with parish
business in order that your inquiry will be assisted by a
knowledgeable staff person.

Confessions Saturday 3:15PM - 4:15PM, or by appointment

or when requested.

First Friday - additional 8:30AM Mass when school is in session.
Eucharistic Adoration - Available First Fridays after Noon Mass
with Benediction at 2:00PM and Saturdays 3:15 PM - 4:15 PM
with confessions and Bendiction.

DEVOTIONS

The Holy Rosary precedes the noon Mass Monday to Friday and
the 8:30AM on Saturday.

The Miraculous Medal Novena follows Noon Mass

every Monday.

The Charismatic Prayer Group meets Tuesdays at 6:45 PM.
The ltalian Charismatic Prayer Group meets

Thursdays at 6:45 PM.

The Padre Pio Prayer Group meets the last Tuesday of the
month at 7:30 PM.

THE SACRAMENTS

Baptism of Infants Please call Sister Theresa at 718-746-8531
to schedule a baptism interview.

Weddings Please contact one of the priests prior to making
plans with a wedding hall. The Bishop requires, in all cases,
that weddings be set no later than six months prior to the date.
Order of Christian Initiation (O.C.1.A.) Interested in becoming
Catholic? Need to receive Communion and Confirmation?

Call Sister Katherine Burke, C.S.J. at (718) 746-3409.

Ministry to the Sick

If anyone is confined to home and unable to come to Mass,
please call the Rectory to arrange to have the sacraments
brought. If you foresee hospitalization, please call the Rectory
and arrange to be anointed.

SAINT LUKE SCHOOL

www.slswhitestone.org

16-01 Msgr. Dillon Place, (150 Place) Whitestone, NY
718-746-3833 | Mrs. Jan Brunswick, Principal

Our school serves the community with classes from Nursery
through Eighth Grade.

School of Religion Offering Religious Education classes to our
young people attending public school. Our Director of Religious
Education, Sister Katherine Burke, C.S.J., can be reached in
her rectory office at 718-746-3409.

Volunteers are always welcome.

Music Office Jessica Tranzillo-Smith is our parish Director

of Music. She can be reached at the Music Office at
718-746-8102 Ext.30

DECEMBER 14, 2025
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, December 13
8:30 Rosaria DeFalco
4:30 Angela Avena

Sunday, December 14

8:30 Angela Avena, Melida Munoz, Mario
Rosado, Theresa Gollinger, Intentions of
the Associzione of Sacchese D’America

10:30 Lisa Gaspar

12:30 James J. Peacock

4:30 Purgatorial Society & Pro Populo

Monday, December 15
12:00 Eva de Guevara

Tuesday, December 16
8:30 Bill & Amanda O’Connor
12:00 Rocco Michielli

Wednesday, December 17
12:00 Antonella Mattina

Thursday, December 18
8:30 Michael & Lisa O’'Connor
12:00 Maria Costanza

Friday, December 19
12:00 Romano Family

Saturday, December 20
8:30
4:30 Patrick Nolan, The Nolan, & Gavin Families

Sunday, December 21

8:30 Salvatore D’Amico, Stanley David Zuzic,
Pavica & Blasal Milolovic, William
Santiago Sr. & William Santiago Jr.

10:30 Donald Rodda

12:30 Maria Costanza

4:30 Pro Populo and Purgatorial Society
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MEMORIALS

The Altar Bread is given in memory of
Cyril & Vera Liska
Requested by
Mildred Weigl

The Altar Wine is given in memory of
Robert Wescott
Requested by
Mildred Weigl

There are no Altar Flowers during Advent

A Sanctuary Candle is given in memory of
Lavinia & Rolando Antimi
Requested by
Julie & Anthony Pallotta

The Altar Candles are given in memory of
Mario Rosado
Requested by
Rosemarie Rosado & Family

Pray for the Sick Members of Our Parish

LORRAINE ALLESI SR. MARY HELENE
ANTHONY BALDO JAKUBOWSKI, RSM
SELENE BELESIS MARYJO MAIELLO
EDWARD BLAKLEY KATHLEEN O’CONNELL
JOHN ANTHONY BURKE WANDA PRESTIFILIPPO
ANN CALLAHAN GIUSEPPE RAELLE
SR. ANN CARRON NEIL RUIZ
ANNE CURRAN JOSE MANUEL SILVA
EVA DAMIANO CAROLINE SAPORITO
GRACE DAVIS ANNE SMITH-THOMPSON
NOREEN DONOHER MARIANNA TOTINO
CAROLLYNN FREDA MARY VARLESE
ROSA GALE] JOSEPH T. VERNICE
ROSANNA GUMIEL MILLIE WEIGL
MARIE HEANEY LEONARDA ZUCCARELLO
MADELINE KARLITZ

Pray for the Deceased Members of Our Parish

Antoinetta Chiovitti
Susan Curry
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Third Sunday of Advent December 14, 2025

Dear Friends,

December 7, 2025 There were many holiday activities last weekend here at St. Luke. Beginning

4:30 PM 320 on Thursday, the school had their Christmas concert. On Friday, the school

8:30 AM 110 sponsored Christmas shopping and the Athletic Association had their annual

10:30 AM 215 Christmas party. On Saturday we had a nice, cold evening for our Christmas

12:30 AM 157 tree lighting, and on Sunday our parish choirs provided a celebration of

4:30 PM 36 beautiful Advent hymns during their concert. We are blessed with many
TOTAL 888 parish volunteers who provide activities for our school, arrange sports for our

parish children, share their time and talents, and do so many things behind
the scenes to provide for our community at Christmas and throughout the year. Please say a prayer of
gratitude for our fellow parishioners who do so much for our parish!

During this time of year, the Church focuses on issues regarding the end of time and the second coming of
Jesus. Perhaps it also can give us a chance to think of our own end-of-life issues. My mom and | recently
worked on our estates and other documents that will help to protect us if we become unable to care for
ourselves. These documents are especially helpful if you are widowed or single, but | recommend speaking
with your attorney to decide what is best for you.

Health Care Proxy and Living Will

With these documents you appoint someone to make decisions on your behalf if you are unable to
communicate and you express clear instructions about whether you wish to prolong your life if you are
diagnosed with an incurable injury or illness.

Power of Attorney
You designate someone to make legal and financial decisions on your behalf if you become unable to do
so.

Last Will and Testament/Establishment of a Trust

Among other things, these documents determine how your assets will be distributed upon your death. In
addition to naming family members, many people take the opportunity to designate charitable
distributions as well. | ask you to please consider naming St. Luke Parish as a beneficiary as you plan your
estate. Also, those over 70% should know that tax-free gifts from retirement savings can be made to
charitable institutions. Some seniors don’t “need” their annual distribution (RMD) when they reach 73 and
can reduce their tax burden by using those funds for charitable gifts.

Funeral Planning

Purchasing a cemetery plot, planning with a local funeral director, and making choices regarding funeral
services can remove this burden from your family members and assure that your final wishes are
respected. We find that sometimes family members decide to not have a funeral Mass on behalf of a loved
one who regularly practiced the faith. Making your own plans can assure your wishes are carried out. Our
parish website has resources for planning funeral liturgies.

The Third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday, and so we rejoice that these days will quickly
lead us to the celebration of the birth of Jesus ... Maranatha ... come Lord Jesus!

With love and prayers,
Fr. John Costello



WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Prayer Groups, Meetings and Parish Events

For Mass Schedule see Page 2

SUNDAY
December 7

Second Sunday of
Advent

MONDAY
December 8

TUESDAY
December 9 3:00 PM  Youth Choir Rehearsal

6:45 PM  Charismatic Prayer Group

WEDNESDAY
December 10 7:30 PM  Sunday Scripture Sharing
Saint Francis 7:30 PM  Senior Choir Rehearsal

Xavier, Priest

THURSDAY
December 11 1:00 PM  Golden Age Club

Saint John 6:45 PM lItalian Charismatic
Damascene
Priest & Doctor

FRIDAY
December 12

SATURDAY
December 13 5:30 PM  Evening with St. Nicholas

Saint Nicholas,
Bishop

SUNDAY
December 14

Third Sunday of
Advent
Gaudate Sunday

(L
St. Luke Church

MISSION STATEMENT

As a community of believers
in Jesus Christ and in Communion
with the Universal Church,
we strive to follow the
Lord’s command to love God
and one another.

Rooted in word and sacraments
as we grow together a Eucharistic
community inviting all to the
Good News of Jesus.

| Our Church is open for private |
1 prayer from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 1
: each weekday. :
! Take advantage of the '
' opportunity to spend !
: some quiet time in prayer :
: and reflection. :

Monday to Friday, at 11:15am parishioners
pray the Rosary and the Divine Mercy
Chaplet before Mass. All are welcome!

If you cannot join in person,
please join them spiritually.

: If you wish to register as a parishioner :
1 of St.Luke Church, please stop by the
: Rectory Office during regular office hours :
1 where you can pick up a census card
: which can be filled out or returned by :
! mail or in the Sunday Collection Basket.
! '
| You can even download the '
: census card online. ]
| Please check our website: :
: stlukewhitestone.org :
1 Kindly let us know if you would like to
: receive weekly offering envelopes. :
! a
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12/07/2026
$12,173

Confession after Noon Mass to 2:30 PM
and 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
with Eucharistic Adoration







CALLING ALL ANGELS AND SHEPHERDS

We would like to invite all parish children in grades 2 and 3 to participate
in a special Mass on Christmas Eve, and help to re-enact the Birth of Jesus.

Christmas Eve Children’s Mass
Wednesday, December 24th at 4:00 PM

Costumes will be provided

I blease fill in the below information (printy T T T 7

lease fill in the below information (print):

l Child’s Name: Grade:
|

I Parent’s Name:

| Parent’s Phone #:

|
Email:

| Parent’s Signature:

Please return this form in the Sunday collection basket, to the school or to the Rectory Office
by Monday, December 15th.

l

I Additional information will be provided to those who register (practice day, costume
| distribution, etc.)
L
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Attention All St. Luke Volunteers & Ministers

Annual Virtus Training Reminder

Keeping your Virtus compliance current ensures that our parish remains a safe and protected environment
for all. As part of our parish's yearly Safe Environment audit, we kindly ask that you:

. Log into your Virtus account at www.virtusonline.org
. Confirm that all required trainings are completed
. Ensure your account information is up to date

As part of the annual diocesan Safe Environment audit, every volunteer and minister must be fully
compliant. Your attention to this helps maintain a parish community rooted in safety, trust, and
responsibility.

Need Help?
If you have any questions, issues logging in, or need assistance, please contact:
Erica — Rectory Office at 718-746-8102
Thank you for your attention to this important matter and for your continued dedication to St. Luke Parish!

Congratulations to

Anthony Nuccio

For making the National Honor
Society 2025
and Perfect Attendance

We are very proud of your hard
work and accomplishments.
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Enrollment Mass cards, for your deceased relatives and friends, may be purchased in the Rectory
Office and at Gleason’s Funeral Home. The enrollment is for one year from the date of
enrollment. A Mass is celebrated weekly at one of our Sunday Masses for all those enrolled in the
Purgatorial Society. The offering for enroliment is $20. Each month the names of the deceased

who were enrolled that month in the Society (from the previous month) will be published in the
bulletin. The following loved ones were enroled in the Purgatorial Society:

Laurie Barone Jaime Bello-Casais Omar Benzoubeir
Alicia Blaskovic Edmund Calles Assunta Caruso
Charles Farrell Sr. Robert Gaglione Gladys Mercedes Gonzales
Maria LoManto Bridie Meaney Linda Melone
Maureen Murphy Audrey Napolitan Antonio Pugliesi
Carol Rader Mr. & Mrs. Louie Romano Rafael Pagan Santiago

Remember Your Loved Ones with Sacred Memorials

Honor them through gifts of faith, light, and love at the altar of God.
As Catholics, we believe in the Communion of Saints—our unbreakable bond with those who have
gone before us in faith. One of the most beautiful ways to honor and remember our loved ones is
by dedicating a memorial offering within the sacred space of the Church. These offerings are not
only symbols of remembrance but acts of devotion that participate in the grace of every Mass
celebrated here. We invite you to consider one of the following sacred memorials in loving
memory of your deceased family members or friends:

Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Flowers, Altar Candles
and 3 Sanctuary Candles

Why Memorialize?

These sacred memorials draw your loved one’s memory into the heart of the Church’s prayer and
worship. Each one is a visible sign of invisible grace, reminding us that in Christ, life is changed—
not ended. Your memorial offering supports the life of the parish and becomes a gift of spiritual
presence, lifting the soul of your loved one in the prayers of the community.

To request a memorial or learn more about availability, please contact the
Rectory office at 718-746-8102
Let us honor those we love with faith, beauty, and remembrance in the house of God.




During the week of November 24, students in
Mr. Rau’s 7th grade religion classes who are
preparing for Confirmation organized and
decorated the ornaments for our parish Giving
Trees. Each ornament has a request for a gift card
that will be given to a family in need so they can
celebrate Christmas with out worry.

Well done SLS!

S EREAVEMENT
SUPPORT

If you are grieving the loss of a loved
one, please join us. Our next meeting i

>

Our group provides emotional
assistance for those who are grieving the
loss of a loved one. If you are planning to

attend for the first time, please call
ahead.

Tuesday January 6, 2026
at 6:00PM in the
Msgr. Tosi Pastoral Center

Individual
bereavement
counseling sessions
are also available.

Sister Theresa

718-746-8531

Dy for those who hase loot loved oncs.

Bishop Paul Sanchez

administrator of St. John the Baptist
and

Maria Finley &
Rev. Karen F. Sherrill

of Grace Episcopal Church
send their sincerest gratitude for all
your generosity over Thanksgiving.
The generous donations you provided
have helped many families in need.



Community Bulletin Board

ONE DAY GETAWAY TRIP :12/20 -- Holly
Jolly Christmastime trip takes us to charming
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania for a visit to the festive
Christkindelmarket, a delightful luncheon, and
leisure time to enjoy the lovely shops in the
village. Early RSVP a must! Call Barbara - (718)
747-0941. Come celebrate with us!

Special Needs Parent Group—Sacred Heart
of Jesus Bayside invites parents/ guardians with
children/adults with all special needs or IEP's to
join us to share and exchange ideas in an informal
setting. Meetings are at 10 AM : Jan. 6, Feb. 10,
and Mar. 12. For information contact Mrs. Lyons at
718-631-1307 or email at

Shreligiousedbayside@yahoo.com

Join St. Josaphat’s on Monday, December 29, to
Windcreek Casino in Bethlehem PA. Bus leaves in
front of church corner of 35th Ave. & 210 St. Cost
$45 including tip get back $25.

For additional information and reservations call
Joy 917-921-7631.

ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY

Center for Psychological Services is offer-
ing evidence-based assessment & therapy services
for both children & adults. The center is open
Monday to Thursday from 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM &
Fridays from 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. Services are of-
fered on a sliding-fee scale based on income only,

no insurances.
Please call (718) 990-1900 for information.

Speech & Hearing Aid Center will be offer-
ing FREE “Hearing Aid Help”, and FREE Speech and
Hearing screenings September 8—December 4,
2025 at 152-11 Union Turnpike, Flushing, NY.
Please call (718)-990-6480

Please see a sacristan if you have lost anything in the church.
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Queens Garden

www.qgfinc.com
718-746-4846

Toll Free 888-684-4747
154-10 Cross Island Pkwy., Whitestone

FREE PROTECTED AND ENCLOSED
PARKING IN REAR
Service The Way You Remember It!

QA hitestone

PHARMACY
150-43B 14th Ave.
g (718) 767-0618
Si Parla Italiano
Roberto & Nella Viola

Free Pick Up & Delivery
Surgicals ¢ Notary Public
Your Mom & Pop Store Is Back!
Parishioner of St. Luke’s

Please Patronize Our Advertisers

George Holub, Computer Surgeon
Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

The Computer Surgeons
“We Make Your Computer
Healthy Again”
PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600 Fax (631) 242-8084
www.thecomputersurgeons.com

HELP WANTED

Great Income Potential
Full and Part Time Positions
To Sell Advertising in

Brooklyn and Queens Church Bul-
letins
Bilingual a plus
Call 631-249-4994

for more information

Fireside Catholic Youth Bible

The Fireside Catholic Youth Bible was written to enable
Catholic youth to grow emotionally and spiritually in their
Catholic faith. There are 21 topics addressed through
five comprehensive sections.

Features: Page-edge indexing, Origin, Inspiration and

History of the Bible, Presentation page, Three-year
Cycle of Readings, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine
Revelation, Celebration of the Eucharist

Youth Bible Soft Cover...... $54.99 post paid
Youth Bible Hard Cover.......... $59.99 post paid

EC/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. « 200 Dale Street » W. Babylon, NY 11704

iEnclosed please find check/money order for $ to cover the cost
iof (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped
ipost paid fo:

iName
{Address
{City

State Zip

12-40 Clintonville St
363-205-8118
Locally Owned

Bring Fresh,delicious Acai
Bowls, Smoothies, and more

to the neighborhood.

Our After School
Special from 2-5pm Kids
Bowls are Just $7!
Perfect for a health, tasty treat to recharge after a long school day

FOR INFORMATION ON ADVERTISING IN THIS PUBLICATION
PLEASE CONTACT:

THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC.
200 DALE STREET, WEST BABYLON, NY 11704
(631) 249-4994 or Geosk@aol.com

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible
The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American

Bible Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic
Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record
section and Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded

page edges.
Only $79.99 post paid

iC/0 The Church Bulletin, Inc.
i200 Dale Street * W. Babylon, NY 11704

;Enclosed please find check/money order for $

iof (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped;
ipost paid to:

iName

iAddress

iCity State Zip

to cover the cost




718-359-1122

Caring for families for over 100 years

The last family-owned — Martin A. Family owned
10-25 150th Street funeral firm in this bulletin and operated by
; John Aloysius Golden
Whitesto ne, N.Y. 11357 Also located in Flushing & Bayside &

Visit our website:
www.gleasonsfuneral.com

Thomas A. Golden 111
Funeral Home L.L.C.

Come and visit one of our own St. Luke’s graduate and parishioner
Dr. Frank Cesare

at his new physical therapy practice in Whitestone!! Let Dr. Cesare
and his dedicated staff restore your mobility and alleviate your pain today!!
Follow us on Instagram: @Core_Physiotherapy

Physical Therapy

150-47 14 Ave. 2nd Foor) Whitestone, NY 11357
Tel (917) 285-2927 Fax (917) 285-2938

Free parking available on the Clintonville side of the building

Dr. Paul Addeo
Family Dentistry With
A Gentle Touch
Days - Evening 539-6655
142-04 Bayside Ave., Flushing

GEORGE A. KOSNIK, ES(%

Attorney At Law e

Real Estate - Businesses-Wills
12-55 150th St., Whitestone
718-746-9777

www.georgekosnik.com

BASCHNAGEL BROS.

ROOFING & SHEET METAL COMPANY

WBE Corfied
SALES@BASCHNAGEL.COM

718-767-1919

EST.1901

FRANK PETRUSO

(718) 463-9674  (718) 939-5307 GREGORY ]

Fox’s Gift Shop Il
Specializing in Favors for All Occasions DELLICARPINI
Certified Public

Invitations * Save the Date
Cake Toppers  Gifts * Accessories
Accountant

Unique Gifts for Every Budget!

159-02 Northern Blvd., Flushing L.
Corporate & Individual

Tax Returns

25-59 Francis Lewis Blvd.

Flushing
(Next to Queens Library-Auburndale Branch)

(718) 747-9100

1606 Francis Lewis Blvd., Whitestone
(718) 303- 3002
www.asarodds.com

NEW HEIGHTS CONSTRUCTION LLC
. RFALL -
@@@@

SIDING, ROOFING & WINDOWS - Gutters, Soffi

asci: epair And More!

==
INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOM NSULAT ' UR E
ARCHITECT REDUCE YOUR ENERGY BILLS - BEAUTIFY YOU OME
QUALITY CUSTOM DESIGNS = R ) KI1F'lCHEl;! &EATI-LI )
PLANS _ PERMITS _ APPORVALS /‘ Complete enovatlor':nsksergo;;nvg,“;pen ile, Granite & Quarts ,.&/‘
(718) 762-8997 _ ww.FPARCHITECT.com __|& g alns, e Sk s Gt
Celebrating 30 years serving FENCES; DECKS & AWNINGS -

Northern Italian Cuisine
Available for all catering events;
Christenings * Showers « Graduations
Birthdays ¢ Funeral Luncheons
Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner
718-746-8456

WoodCedar,/PVC, Stainless Steel, Chain Link,
PressurgTreated & Composite Decking

INTERIORIPAINTING/& FLOORING
SOPHIE SAYS GIVE US A CALL AND ASK FOR BIG JOHN FOR PERSONALIZED SERVICE AND BEST PRICES

Credit Cards Accepted (Visa, Amex, Discover, Mastercard)

NewHeightsConstructionLLC.com | (917) 642-0195 ¢ (718) 767-0044

Northern Italian Cuisine

NYC Lic. #1191201

154-03 Cross Island Parkway, Whitestone NY

Caroline Konnoth Physical Thera,ﬂ;
PT SOLUTIONS THAT HELP YOU REAC IGHER

The Next Move is Yours

149-65 24th Avenue, Whitestone, NY Knowlegable
718-359-1006 and 718-445-1006 + Trusted + Reliabe
Monday through Saturday and late Evenings A.Cu't Ab'ove the R'est

Biagia “Gina” D'’Amico

12-27 150th St., Whitestone
718-357-4444, 44448
We Deliver
Open 7 days a week

646-773-2301
Biagia.damico@elliman.com
Gisele “Gigi” Politoski
516-815-9300
Gisele.politoski@elliman.com

) ) > (@
(%aéﬂc/ (%ﬂ&iﬂ/ @Y/

192-15 NORTHERN BOULEVARD, FLUSHING, NY
(718) 357-6100
www.frederick-fh.com

Performlng Arts Centre
208- 42 Cross Island Parkway

Baysid. e 360
% 980
F 718 279 13981

www.nadiadance.net
Nadia’s Performing Arts Centl

#236 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC.200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631)249-4994 « geosk@aol.com

FUNERALS e CREMATION » ADVANCE FUNERAL PLANNING
100% SERVICE GUARANTEE ® NATIONAL TRANSFERABILITY e VETERANS GUIDE
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